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LIMITED CIRCULATION 


Please refer to S. Form 239 before 
sending this file to another Section. 
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1. 
To F.0., forwarding "Note on Abwehr evidence 


2. 


21.11.42 To M.I.14d, forwarding copy of report on "German Secret Serbice", and a 
note on the issues raised by it. 


De 


2.12.42 From M,I.,14d, enclosing comments on report on "German Secret Service" 
9.12.42 Note by: Research on-issueS raised by report 


12.12.42, To M.I.14d returning enclosure to 3a. 


SS oe 
12.12.42. Notice of J.I.C. meeting to be held-on 15.12. 42 
on 


L>. 22, 42, Minutes of J.1I.C. meeting mentioning report 


ie 


The operational aspects of Mr. Curry's memorandum on the 
German 5.5. were the subject of discussion at the olst meeting 
of the J.1.C. on December 15th. After it was agreed that the 
report had operational significance, thegiwere asked (1) whether 
its present form was satisfactory, and (2) whether the intellizence 
in this report (the presentation of the evidence refarding the 
Abwehr as a whole, derived from all available sources) should be 
brought up to date, and whether supplementary reports should 
be Jal alge at stated intervals, and if so, how often. There 
seemed to be general agreement that the report should be kept 
up to date, and that interim reports on the operational aspects 
should be submitted as and when necessary. ‘the D.M.I. thought 
that periodical meetings between the users of ISOS, namely 
tae Services, 5.1.8. and ourselves, would be beneficial to the 
preparation of such reports. C. stated that arrangements were 
already in existence for hot intercept iniormation to be sent 
direct from G.C. & C.S. te the Service Departments concerned. 
I said that I did not think that this wasquite what the D.M.I. 
had in mind. As I understood it he thought that discussions on 
a wider basis would help us all to extract the maximum value 
out of IS6S and Uber | with this. view I was in complete agreement. 
I thought, however, that - ake “could be easily covered if the 
users of ISOS in the three Services were to attend the fortnignatly 
meetings of the 8.5. «& S.1.S@e¢mmittee under the somewnat 
extended terms of reference which had now been agreed upon by all 
concerned. C. acauiesced with this view. 


At the 8.5.8. meeting yesterday I explained this suggestion 
to the members oi tne committee and asked them for their views. 
With the exception of Cowgill, who wished to give the matter 
further consideration, | think most of the working members were 
in agreement with the proposal. 
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V.1.14 Col, 


Further note on German Sabotage activity in 


North Africa, 


The note at 1A contains a resumé of the Intelligence Service and sabotage 
activities in North Africa organised by an agent of the Gestapo and SD, working 
from TANGIER. It was stated there that the German Abwehr felt that this wark 
might be prejudiced by reason of the fact that the activities of this rival 
organisation were known to the Spaniards. 


l. The present note deals with the work of the Abwehr operating in this theatre 
(since the Allied landing). 


2. The Abwehr out-stations at TANCIER, TETUAN and MELILLA (controlled from dae 
MADRID) and the remaining members of the Armistice Commission (who had congregated — 
for the most part at MELILLA) have continued to report on shipping movements, 
allied intentions, etc., and have reported since the Allied offensive on troop 
movements, morale of the French soldiers and civilians, mobilisation and re-arming 
of French troops, ammunition dumps etc. Reports have, of course, also come from 
TUNISIA since the Axis occupation of that country. Assignments given to the 
Abwehr have included keeping a watch on the activities of the Allied Intelligence 
Service. ’ 


3. We have in addition a considerable body of evidence to show thet the Germans 
have made every effort to upset Allied plans by various means. 


4. The Germans had hopes of organising large-scale insurrections in territory 
held by the Allies. As early as 11 Nov., the Abwehr at TANGI°R suggested 
attempting to win over the SULTAN of MOROCCO and asked what promises could be made 
to him. BERLIN replied that no guarantees must be given. The ex-Sultan, 

ABD EL AZIZ, expressed his readiness to help the Germans: he believed that armed 
assistance by the Germans would lead a large proportion of the commnity to rise 
against the Allies: an interesting provisé was that the Italians should take no 
part in it. 


5. Later, in TUNISIA, CANARIS had hopes of organising, with the help of the 
ex-Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, a big rising, but his informants there advised him 
against the attempt because the people did not want an insurrection, there were 
not enough arms and men availeble and the occupation by the Allies was proceeding 
peacefully. Here again, Italian help was not desired by the local population. 


6. There have been, in addition, plans to form pro-Axis Arab and French units. 
On 10 Dec. it was reported from TUNIS that, in addition to the Police, an 
organisation of the Service de 1'Ordre de la Légion had been set up with 
trustworthy men of the Parti Populair Francais and others. On 12 Dec. we 

hear of the attempt to orgenise an Arab battalion, to be trained in sabotage by 
the German-Arab Lehr Abteilung, an OKW unit. We know that the Italians felt 
"slightly offended" in the matter of the political decisionsmde in TUNISIA, 
especially with regard to the formation of an Arab legion, whose members were 

to wear German uniform. On 13 Dec., Admiral PLATON provided a list of 15 French 
officers who were to be used in North Africa to unify the loyal (pro-Axis) 
French and cause revolts in the L of C areas of the Allied force. HITLER 
himself stated that some of them could be used in TUNISIA. 


: Propaganda has been prominent in the list of activities. The Abwehr at 
TANGIER suggested propaganda on the theme of American intentions of giving ‘power 
to the Jews at the expense of the Moors, whom the Americans would treat as 
"coloured people". Orders were given by Berlin to carry on this propaganda as 
actively as possibie. In TUNISIA, too, suggestions were asked for concerning 
metheds of putting pamphlets into the hands of American troops other than by 
their being dropped by the G.A.F. On 29 Dee. German agents still hoped to 
cause trouble by the dropping of leaflets stating that the Allies and France 
were gacrificing Morocco to their ow interests and that Germany did not wish 
to turn the country into a battlefield, and would aot bomb the FEZ region where 
there are sacred buildings. It was thought thet mamy of the Kaids (especially 
GLAOUI) would be ready to assist in any insurrection. 


8, We also have ample evidence fran MOST SECRET sources that the Germans have 
Planned extensive material sabotage. On 11 Nov., TANGIFR was asked to report 
on sabotage possibilities. It was suggested that large-scale operations could 
only be carried out by air-borne parties. From that time on, we have numerous 
requests from the Abwehr in Spanish Morocco for the necessary materials for 
sabotage to canmmnications. On 3 Dee,, saboteurs had been despatched to 
TLEMCEN and TASA, and MADRID was asked to watch for news of their activities in 
those areas, Saboteurs were being trained and a new network of agents in 
ALGERIA was being organised. A fragmentary report of 25 December mentioned the 
destruction by sabotage of two mills which were working for the U.S.A. in KSOUR, 
south of LE KEF, More ambitious schemes were apparently in preparation. 

About mid-December, the sabotage activities of the Abwehr at TANCIFR had to cease 
for the time being, at the express wish of the Spaniards, pending discussion in 
MADRID in which CANARIS himself was taking part. The training of saboteurs, of 
course, proceeded during this lull in actual operations. CANARIS decided on 
19 December that the TANGIER sabotage party were to return to BERLIN. The 
Armistice Commission have also been concerned in sabotage activities. We know 
that they asked for explosives with American markings for use by tl Arabs. On 
2h December the Armistice Commission were to send American uniforms in fairly 
large quantities to Section II (Sabotage) of the Abwehr in BERLIN. 


9. Sabotage has also been undertaken by special units brought across to North 
Africa since the Allied landing. On 29 Nov. Major HOFMEISTER suggested that he 
should be put in charge of Abwehr in TUNISIA and asked for the help of two oth 
officers and five mens the latter were to speak perfect French and English and be 
armed with sub-machine guns, We hear also of sabotage parties being transported 
by air. On Dec, 1 two Ju. 52's set off for a sabotage operation at SOUK AHRAS; 
another plane carrying a party to undertake an operation north of CLAIRE FONTAINE 
crashed on the way. On 8 December we hear of a Parachute Engineer Coy. being 
asked to report on what equipment it still meeded for the formation of five 
sabotage parties. On 22 December Major SEUBERT who, in BERLIN, has for a. long 
time been concerned with Abwehr antivities in North Africa, was put in charge of 
all Abwehr matters in TUNISIA, and at the express wish of the OKW, Italians were 
to be eliminated from Abwehr activities as much as possible. SEUBERT was told 
on 25 December that all measures suitable for rousing the Arabs to active 
resistance to the occupying powers could be resorted to. Measures which touched 
on political or international questions were to be submitted to the Italian 
authorities for approval. There was no objection to the use of armed parties 
behind the Allied front. 


10. On 27 Nov. we learned that another group of sabotage experts, detachment 

"von KOENEN" of special unit BRANDENBURG (formerly Lehrregt. BRANDENBURG 
z.b.V¥.800) was being sent to TUNISIA, and Panzer Army Afrika was asked to relea@<« 
elements of the 13th Coy. of special umit BRANDENBURG temporarily attached to 
Special Unit 288, for despatch to von KOENEN. On 2 Dec. von KOENEN's party 

were to be taken by air to TUNIS: they had a special assignment from the C.-in-C. 
On 23 Dec. this party asked for explosives and boating equipment to be sent to 
them early in Jan. 1943. The Arab legion mentioned in para. 6 above was probably 
intended to operate under the direction of von KOENEN. On 19 Dec. it was feared 
that his operations would be considerably delayed as he had only eight fluent 

Arab speakers. On 23 Dec., two Ju.'s with sabotage material were flown over to 


Panzer AOK 5, probably for von KOENEN. 
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JOINT INTELLIGENCE SUB-COMMITTEE, 


MINUTES of the SIXTY-FIRST Meeting of the 
ub-Committee, held in the Seeretary's 
Room, Great George Street, $.W.1, on 
TUESDAY, 15TH DECEMBER, 1942, at 10.15. a.m, 


PiB 83h i: 


— 


Mr, V. Cavendish-Bentinck, 
Foreign Office, In the Chair). 


Comnedore E,G.N. Rushbrooke, Major-General F.H.N. Davidson, 


Director of Naval Intelligence, Dircotor of Militery Intelligence, 
Admiralty. War Office. 


Air Vice Marshal F,F. Inglis, Brigadier S.G. Menzies, 
sistant Chief of the Air Staft, 8, 1,8, 
Intelligence), 
Air Ministry. 


Colonel 0,G, Vickers, 
Ministry of Economic Warfare, 


THE FOLLOWING ‘VaRu ALSO PRESENT: 


Sir Harold Hartley, Mr, E,A. Berthoud, 
(For Item ly, Petroleum Department, 
Ministry of Fucl and Power, 
(For Item 4), 


Major E.B, Birlcy, Captain GM, Liddell, 
War Office. Sccurity Service, 
(For Itom 5). (For Item 2), 


Mr. J.C, QGurry, 
Security Service, 
(For Item 2). 


- ceceececcrevecesooone ULcut,-Coloncl Danis Capel-Dunn, 
Secretariat re mr Re Haddon, 


SUB-COMMIT cS: 1d before them a Minute by the 
W2 ¢ 42th December, 1942) covering 
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COMMODORS REOGHRROORE 
BRASOR GETRAL DAVIDGGH 
AIR VICK MARSHAL TAGLIS 
COLONEL VICKERS 
BRIGADIGR BENZIBS 
Y BRIGADIER ALLEN 
Copy to ar. Cavendigh-Sentinek. 


i attech a eopy of & memorandum, prepared by 4.1.5. , 
the Wer Office, on the pranihility of obtaining 
indications of Geraen intentions from evidence connected 
with the activities of the German Secret Service. 


i em informed that you have already received a copy 
of the report on the German Secret Service which forms 
the basin of the stteched memorandun. 


Thies metter will be pinced on the agemia for the 
nesting of the Sub-Committee to he held on Tuesday, 


Lith December, 1948. 
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of prisoners of war oni enemy agente and by Various other means. 
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the soves and preparations of the sbeehr may serve as en 
iniiection of forthenniag operations planed ty the oberkonm:ninde 
derWehrmagh't aivi thet they may therefore be usec in eonjanction 
With iateliigence from other @rmarces to aseiet in foreonating 
the intended operstions of the enemy (pura. 12). 


Ge It is not magvented Goet the material ia question would 
gerve to Go more then avpplement other direet ani positive 
evidence O° ene interntionmy bat it micht alee in acre eases 
furpnigh eaply invorention ond. — a gorreborutive indiga tion 
which ahold at be overdooked | 


Ve cf 4% is agrect thet a report of thie Kind has 


Qperatinaas signiticanee ; 


(4) te ite peeoent form eatiacactoryy 


(44) sould the inteiligence in thie report (the 
penn tation the evidense cogariing the Abwehr 
@ Whole, derived fros 011 availabie eowees) be 
up to detey The present report deaia Wits 
material evaiieébie up te Bareh, 1942, head 
nulemntary pre orte be prepared at stated 
rr Oy Yacuvy , “teen GY 


skunft verfilgbar 
Bericht folgt, 


Keine @icantt 
verfilgbar 


Nachforschungen 
angestellt, 


Issues raised by the Report on the German 


Secret Service. 


is The report shows that the German Secret Service (briefly known as the 
Abwehr) forms an integral part of and is ipso fecto directly controlled by the 
High Command of the Armed Forces (Qberkonmando der Wehrmacht) and that during the 
course of operations from 1939 to March, 1942 (the period covered by the report) 
the former has been developed and expanded in conformity with the streterical 
planning of the war (paras. 27, 84, 190, 199). Its branches have spread throughout 
occupied Europe and its agencies have been active in a number of neutral and 
allied countries. In particular the Abwehr displayed marked activity against the 
British Isles, this feature being most noticeable in 1940 at the time of the pro- 
jected invasion (paras. 60-83); against Jugoslavia immediately before the attack 
on thet country in 194] (paras. 44, 57); against the Middle Fast in 1942 (paras. 
176-178, 198, 199, 212-213); had prepared mobile units known as Abwehrkommandos 
to follow the German forces along the Channel in 1940 (para. 24); into the Bal- 
kans and U.S.S.R. in 1941 (paras. 144, 214); and had attempted to make use of 
subversive movements or dissident minorities in 1939 in Poland (para. 44); in 
1940 in Eire (para. 65) and Molland (para. 47); in 1941 in Jugoslavia (para 44); 
in 1942 in the Caucasus and in the Arab countries (para. 178). 


2. It is also pointed out that the information obtained by the Abwehr is used 
for immediate operational purposes by the German Air Force (Flieger-Fihhrer 
Atlantik among others) and the U-boat Command in connection with the war at sea 
(para. 88-134) 


3. The question is also discussed of the part played by Hitler's twin instru- 
ments, the Nazi Party and the Armed Forces (Partei and Wehrmacht) and their 
intelligence organisations (the Sicherheitsdienst and the Abwehr) in maintaining 
the German will to resist and in breaking down the enemy's will by the employment 
of subversive movements, dissident minorities and material sabotage in conjunc- 
tion with military operations. 


4. The report attempts in a preparatory form to set out the evidence regarding 
the Abwehr as a whole (para. 218). The evidence is obtained from secret sources, 
from the interrogation of prisoners of war and enemy agents and by various other 
means. 


5. From these and other facts the conclusion is drawn that the moves and pre- 
parations of the Abwehr may serve as an indication of forthcoming operations 
planned by the Oberkommando der Wehmacht and that they may therefore be used in 
conjunction with intelligence from other sources to assist in forecasting the 
intended operations of the enemy (para. 212). 


6. It is not suggested that the material in question would serve to do more 
than supplement other direct and positive evidence of enemy intentions; but it 
might also in some cases furnish early information and provide a corroborative 
indication which should not be overlooked. 


If it is agreed that a report of this kind has operational significance: 


tid. is its present form satisfactory? 


(ii). should the intelligence in this report (the presentation of the evidence 
regarding the Abwehr as a whole, derived from all available sources ) 
be brought up to date? The present report deals with the material 
availeble up to March, 1942. Should supplementary reports be prepared 
at stated intervals? If so, how often? 
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The attached handbook "The German Secret Service" has been passed to me 
by M.1.5 for retention or disposal by D.M.I. (I have a copy). It represents 
the results of ¥.1.6/N.1.5 research into the Abwehr organisation and its 
ramifications: the conclusions reached are based on information up to the end 
of March thie year. %.1.14(4) provided the m:terial for "Abwehr in the Field 
Army*( P.8) and some of the lay-out of Appendix C (P.50). 


2. M.I.5's covering note has been written ss the result of some informal 
discussion on the value of the Most Secret source from which we derive the bulk 
of ourrinformation regarding Abwehr. It is felt in some quartere that greater 
benefit could be obtsined from this source (particularly in regard to enemy 
intentions) if there existed closer collabor tion between (a) the recipients 

of the IS0S texts ond (b) those concerned with their production. As you know, 
none of the Service representatives attends the fortnightly meetings at which 
priorities etc. are discussed and such collaboration as does exist is purely 

ad hoc. 


3. The points at issue arising out of thie state of affairs are discussed in 
Para. 7 of the covering note. The two suggestions made in Para. 8 + nemely, 
(1) that the J.1.C. should investigete these points, and (2) that regular 
meetings should take place between representatives of the departments concerned 
with the study of I50S - are both, in my opinion, to be warmly recommende(. 
After some eighteen months' dsily reading of research into Source ISOS’ I am 
convinced that the intelligence services in this country would, as a whole, 
benefit from a properly coordinated study of this mterial. D.¥.I.'s opinion 
on this question would be particularly appreciated. 


he <A foetor to be remembered is thet not all recipients of ISOS study other 
categories of W¥.5. Sources, and that certain features or personslities occur 
in the latter which help to elucidate the study of Abwehr and collateral 
organisations. To take a concrete example: WM.J.14(ad) study German police 
and SS M.S. Sources not all of which are investigated by M.I.6 and M.I.5. 
Certain information in these sources links up with information in ISOS, and 
at the proposed regular meetings these affiliations and their significance 
could be discussed to the advantage of the cryptographers, the emenders, the 
translators and the three Services. The present spasmodic contacts between 
these various bodies, valuable as they may be, are a poor substitute for a 
properly coordinated study group representing all these dove-tailed interests. 


M.I.14(4) bs 
November 22nd, 1942. Major, G.S. 


Res./Gen. od [:Tovenber, 1942, 


Dear Melland, 


I enclose a copy of the report prepered 
‘ere on the German Seeret vervice and a 
note on the issues raised by this report. 
i shall be glad if you will let me know what 
action you recommend in the matter, 


With reference to the question of the 
material ebout the Abwehr furnishing indica- 
tions of the intentions of the German High 
Command, an instance in point is the recent 
information that an Abwehrkommando was pre- 
pared in the last three days of October to 
take certain action on the Black Sea in the 
event of a break through in the Caucasus, 
either in the East or the West. This sug- 

@ necis thet the Abwehr and the High Command 
envisaged such a possibility at that time 
and, if that is 50, it is to be read in con- 
junction with the other evidence about the 
Sonderstab Felmy and the projects for intrigu 
with Arab nationalists. 


Yours Sincerely, 


Captain 5. Melland, 
MoI 14d. 


Issues raised by the Report on the German 


Secret Service. 


l. The report shows that the German Secret Service (briefly known as the Abwehr) 
forms an integral part of and is ipso facto directly controlled by the High 

Command of the Armed Forces (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht) and that during the course 
of operations from 1939 to March, 1942 (the period covered by the report) the for- 
mer has been developed and expanded in conformity with the strategical planning of 
the war (paras. 27, 84, 190, 199). Its branches have spread throughout occupied 
Europe and its agencies have been active in a number of neutral and allied coun- 
tries. In particular the Abwehr displayed marked activity against the British 
Isles, this feature being most noticeable in 1940 at the time of the projected 
invasion (paras. 60-83); against Jugoslavia immediately before the attack on 

that country in 1941 (paras. 44, 57); against the Middle East in 1942 (paras. 
176-178, 198,199, 212-213); had prepared mobile units known as Abwehrkonmmendos 

to follow the German forces along the Channel in 1940 (para. 24); into the Balkans 
and U.S.S.R. in 1941 (paras. 144, 214); and had attempted to make use of subver- 
sive movements or dissident minorities in 1939 in Poland (para. 44); in 1940 in 
ERire (para. 65) and Holland (para. 47); in 1941 in Jugoslavie (para. 44); in 
1942 in the Caucasus and in the Arab countries (para. 178). 


2. It is also pointed out that the information obtained by the Abwehr is used 
for immediate operational purposes by the German Air Force (Flieger ftthrer Atlantik 
among others) and the U-boet Command in connection with the war at sea (paras. 88- 
134). 


3. The question is also discussed of the part played by Hitler's twin instru- 
ments, the Nazi Party and the Armed Forces (Partei and Wehrmacht) and their 
intelligence organisations (the Sicherheitsdienst and the Abwehr) in maintaining 
the German will to resist and in breaking down the enemy's will by the employment 
of subversive movements, dissident minorities and material sabotage in conjunction 
with military operations. 


4. The report attempts in a preparatory form to set out the evidence regarding the 
Abwehr as a whole (para. 218). The evidence is obtained from secret sources, 

from the interrogation of prisoners of war and enemy agents and by various other 
means. 


5. From these and other facts the conclusion is drawn that the moves and pre- 
parations of the Abwehr may serve as an indication of forthcoming operations planned 
by the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht and that they may therefore be used in conjunc- 
tion with intelligence from other sources to assist in forecasting the intended 
operations of the enemy (para. 212). 


6. It is not suggested that the material in question would serve to do more than 
supplement other direct and positive evidence of enemy intentions; but it might 
also in some cases furnish early information and provide a corroborative indi- 
cation which should not be overlooked. 


7. The specific points on which a decision is sought are: 


(i). is it agreed that the activities of the Abwehr, being closely controlled 
by the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, are of significance in respect of 
enemy operations; and that the evidence regarding them is therefore 
of operational value to us if properly interpreted? 


(ii). is the present system for obtaining, interpreting and presenting the 
intelligence regarding the Abwehr satisfactory? or can it be made more 
useful by improved methods of research, by examining the available evi- 
dence as a whole instead of in isolated parts and by bringing more closely 
together the various sections in our machine which obtain and interpret 
it? 


(v). 


8. 


(i). 


- 2e 


v 


should the intelligence in this report (the presentation of the evidence 
regarding the Abwehr as a whole, derived from all available sources) 
be brought up to date? The present report deals with the material 
available up to March, 1942. 


as it is clear that information about the Abwehr organisation must be 
constantly kept up to date, it is for consideration whether . 
(a) supplements to this report should be issued at intervals, or 
(b) only ad hoe reports on special aspects of the subject should be 
prepared as occasion demands 


can any definite proposals on the points raised in (ii) above be 
formulated? 


It is suggested that two immediate steps should be considered, 


to obtain the decision of the J.I.C. on the five specific points 
raised above, and 


Loar to arrange for officers representing the various branches which are - 


specialising in an examination of the relevant material, i.e. R.S.S., 
G.C. & C.S., Section V of M.I.6, M.I.5, M.I.14, N.I.D., A.I.D., 

firstly to meet with a view to formulating proposals for improving the 
system and secondly to report whether better results can be obtained 

by co-ordinated action in the fom of regular joint meetings, instead of 
the present method by which each is dealing with the problem in a more 
or less isolated manner. 


20.11.42. 


1942. 


Dear Cavendish-Bentinck, 


With reference to the report on the German Secret Service 
forwarded to you herewith, I enclose a “Note on the Abwehr 
evidence” and suggest that the problems raised therein should 
be considered. 


I shall be interested to know whether you consider that 
the evidence about the Abwehr can and should be used as supple- 
menting or corroborating other evidence regerding the enemy's 
plans, or as en indication of his plans subject to corroboretion 
from other sources. 


Yours sincerely, 


V.F.W. Cavendish-Bentinck/, C.iu.G.; 
Foreign Office. ( 


Note on the Abwehr evidence. 


Se ee ee Ee ee ne ee ee ee eee 


An examination of the evidence dealing with the Abwehr and the part it plays 
in subordination to the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht raises a number of problems 
of immediate practical importance. 


~ 


The most outstanding of these are:- 


(i)e A matter of principle: if the Abwehr has been organised, expanded and 
employed in accordance with the general strategical planning of the war 
by the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, it follows that the activities of the 
Abwehr, if viewed on a large canvas, can furnish indications of the 
intentions of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht. 


Rider: the activities of Abteilung II being closely connected with the 
tactical development of the plans of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht when 
put into operation, are a particularly close indication of forthcoming 
tactical moves. 


a Pg 
.” fv ; 
ove . . 


(ii). A particular application of this principle: there ie evidence to indicate - 

—_ but it is not complete and pending more detailed examination and corro- 
boration from other sources must be treated with reserve - that the imme- 
diate plans of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht are concerned with a cam- 
paign against the British position in the Middle Hast, directed from 
Vienna. It involves a move against Egypt by Rommel and agsinst Iraq-Persie 
through the Caucasus while the Russians are contained in the North. The 
strongest indications from the Abwehr evidence consist of details regar- 
ding preparations for Abteilung II activities (so-called Fifth Column work) 
among the people of the Caucasus, in the Arab world generally (cf. the 
Sonderstab Felmy and the Arab training camps in Greece) and particularly 
in Egypt. While the immediate direction of the operations appeared 
(in April, 1942) to be centred in Vienna, Berlin was maintaining general 
control and, obviously, co-ordinating with other parts of the front. 
The location of the Luftmeldekopf at Sofia, dealing with information 
maihly of an Abteilung I Luft nature (Air Intelligence) concerning the 
whole Russian front to some extent, but especially with the Caucasus, as 
well as with Syria, Iraq, Persia, Palestine, Egypt, Libya and Sicily, is 
an indication of the manner in which the operations of the Luftwaffe are 

@ being controlled and co-ordinated and of the objectives against which they 
are now and are intended in the future to be directed. 


These deductions could have been made from the evidence available in April, 
1942 or even earlier; but they were not made because no attempt has been made to 
examine the evidence fran this point of view, to set it out as a whole and to 
put it in proper perspective as a part of the whole Intelligence picture. What 
has been done is to examine particular and minor aspects of the problem more or 
less in isolation. 


Conclusions. 


(i). The evidence ought to be continuously examined, set out and put in perspec-. 
tive as pert of a whole. 


(41). This ought t be done in future over the whole field (apart from the parti- 
cular case of Vienna, Sofia and the Middle East). 


(iii). As the machinery for a full and prompt examination on these lines does not 
exist, the existing machinery should be developed and adapted to the pur- 
pose imnediately. 


{er}. _ OfPicers-who-have—studied-alt tie relevant evidence” should—be-attached to 
‘ ew bhe-Staffs tn Teypt, Traq=Persia~end-indie-without..deley;-ané-the.guestion 


- é * 


of _similar-action-on—the Continent, in-the-Atlentic andthe Pacifie 
should be considered. 


ne 


They should be «ept continuously in touch with developments as worked out 
in London. 


This proposed operational use of the Abwehr evidence transcends in impor- 
tance that of the use to which it has hitherto been put, including 
(1) to enable M.I.5 to detect enemy agents arriving in the United 
Kimgdom and in certain other British countries; 
(2) to enable Section V of S.I.S. to collect intelligence about enemy 
agents on the Continent and in Africa, Asia or America; and 
(3) to help the Staff in Egypt to detect enemy agents in Egypt. 


While the use hitherto made of the evidence may not be without its 
influence on the course of the war, it is of secondary importance com- 
pared with the possibility of using it to forecast moves of the enemy, 
to supplement and corroborate other evidence about this whole subject 
and to fill in the general picture of the enemy's order of battle. 


There is no reason as fer as cen be seen to prevent it being used for 
both purposes. 


There need, prima facie, be no risk, if suitable precautions are taken, ee 
that the operational use of evidence will lead to the sources being 
betrayed. If there is suck a risk the questions have to be weighed: 

(a) would betrayal necessarily lead to their completely drying up; and 
(bo) is the risk, such as it is, counterbalanced by the prospective opera- 
tional advantages? The answer to (a) is "No" and to (b) "Yes" subject 
to qualifications as to the time and manner of the operational use and 
the importance of the occasion. . 


and Air 
The Naval/aspects of the problem require more detailed examination. 


These questions are for decision on a high level as they concern the 
planning of the war as a whole. 


*as mentioned above, particular and minor aspects of the mtter have been 
examined for operational. purposes, e.g. the activities of ALMASY in Libya, 
the organisation believed to be directed by a German officer named 
Witilo von GRIESHEIM in the Sahara and others. 
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